Experiment with Light Network
Annual Report for November 2016 to July 2017
Our Steering Group has met three times, and our meetings continue to be steeped in our process,
with Light meditations being held at each one of them, focusing on topics we feel need particular
attention. For part of our June meeting, we were joined by Marisa Johnson to help us with our ideas
for another International Gathering, encouraged by our 2015 Annual Business Meeting. We were
also discerning more generally how to promote Experiment with Light outside Britain in the rest of
Europe.
We continued our programme of core activities, such as workshops, retreats and publications.
Workshops were held at Leeds Carlton Hill Friends Meeting House, Warwick Friends Meeting
House, Claridge House and Woodbrooke; retreats in Loughborough, at Swarthmoor Hall and in
Huddersfield; and an Eastern Regional Gathering at Hartington Grove Meeting House, Cambridge.
In addition to three regular Journals during this period, we published in April a special retreats issue
of our “Journal”, a compilation of retreat-related contributions received over the last few years. A
book on the history of Experiment with Light is expected to be finished within the next few months.
In May we were offered and took an opportunity to introduce Friends at the Quaker Universalist
Group's conference at Woodbrooke to the Experiment. We are pleased that, following an invitation
from the organisers of this year's Yearly Meeting Gathering at the University of Warwick, the
Experiment features prominently in the programme, with short larks and owls sessions to reflect on
the day ahead or just gone, and two full-length workshops on the Wednesday.
Two important organisational matters the Steering Group has worked on during this period were to
develop a new funding strategy for the Experiment with Light Network and to prepare the
Network's registration as a Quaker Recognised Body, subject to approval by the Annual Business
Meeting.
We are grateful to Glenthorne for their flexibility when we decided to postpone our planned
conference for a year. It is now scheduled for 26-29 March 2018, and we hope that it will enable us
to a deep sharing of our experience of the Experiment and help us discern future directions of
further developing our discipline.
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